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Judith Villa is a Santa
Barbara-based abstract artist
whose work radiates joy
through bright, bold colors

thegoletavalleyartassociation.org

Message from the President

Greetings, GVAA artists!

Thank you for your votes of confidence in
electing our 2026 Board of Directors. | am
honored to serve as president this year,
following in the incredible footsteps of
Elizabeth Flanagan, who served in this
position with amazing energy for 8 years!
She has forged the path for me and |
cannot say enough about her enthusiasm, dedication and
willingness to hold the position for such a long time. It is
because of Elizabeth that we have such an amazing board and
organization. We are grateful that she will remain as an adviser.
Here's the approved slate of your 2026 board:

President: Pat Heller

Vice President: open

Treasurer: Matthew Lancaster

Recording Secretary: Merith Cosden
Social Events Coordinator: Odessa Burrow
Director of Operations: Terre M. Sanitate
Newsletter: Jim Balsitis
Director/Membership: Jan Smith
Director/Education: Lynn Altschul

Advisor to Board: Elizabeth U. Flanagan
Kudos to all for your service to this organization.

As you see, the position of Vice President is open and we
would welcome inquiries from anyone who is interested in
filling it. Please contact me if you'd like to have a chat about
what the position entails: patheller@cox.net.
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and a sense of dynamic,
vibrant magic. She paints
with acrylics, resin, plaster,
alcohol inks, and lately
Crystalized Sculptures. She
gravitates toward
techniques that retain an
element of enchantment.
These processes possess a
certain autonomy; no
matter how familiar she
becomes with them, their
outcomes remain
delightfully unpredictable,
leaving her in continual awe
at what emerges.

Her paintings are
represented in galleries
throughout Santa Barbara,
where she has been a
featured artist at prestigious
spaces such as the
Westmont Ridley-Tree
Museum of Art, Gallery 113,
the Santa Barbara Arts
Association, Goleta Valley
Art Association, Santa
Barbara Visual Artists, the
Palm Loft Gallery, the Santa
Barbara Tennis Club, La
Cumbre Center for Creative
Arts, and The Voice Gallery.
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As Elizabeth noted last month, the position of Social Events
Coordinator that I've held for five years is now filled by the
very capable Odessa Burrow, who you'll be hearing from
about the Marketplace Show in June, the annual members’
picnic in July, and Picassos4Peanuts in December. Much
gratitude to you, Odessa. She, in turn, is handing the reigns of
the newsletter to new board member Jim Balsitis. This is his
first edition...thank you, Jim, for keeping us connected in this
way.

Special thanks to Hope Calloway, our 2025 e-blaster, who has
returned home to England. New e-blaster Rick Drake is the
one you'll be hearing from now and we thank you so much,
Rick, for taking on this important task that keeps everyone
informed.

Watch for a report on Picassos4Peanuts, held at the
Community Arts Workshop in December, later in this
newsletter.

Our featured artist this month is Judith Villa, whose vibrant
work you likely know...but check out what she’s doing now!

On February 1, you'll be receiving a 2026 dues invoice by
email. Dues of $45 are, well, due by March 1. Payment options
will be explained in the invoice.

Thank you for being a member of this wonderful organization!
We look forward to another great GVAA year.

Pat

Picassos4Peanuts a Success at CAW

Picassos4Peanuts was held December 19-20 at the Community Arts
Workshop (CAW) for the first time, due to our Goleta Valley Library
home base being under renovations. Nine crafters were among the
many artists who participated in the event, a Friday evening
reception and Saturday sale, which brought more than 100 visitors to
view the art and handmade crafts and enjoy wine and refreshments.
Sales totaled $2336.50.

My personal great thanks to Terre Sanitate, who was as involved with
organizing the event as | was! And to Frank Sanitate, always there for
us. And to our amazing curator, Rosalie Bier, and her assistants Linda
Burns and Filberto Lomeli for hanging a beautiful show. And to Janet
Hart and Yvonne Scolari, who managed intake; Matt Lancaster, our

treasurer and cashier for the Friday night reception and all-day event
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Liberty at Dawn by
Elizabeth Flanagan

Elizabeth U. Flanagan's piece
"Liberty at Dawn" is featured
on the registration page for the
Artists for Democracy show at
the CAW. Read more about the
show to the lower right.

Elizabeth also enjoyed having
multiple sales during GVAA's
Picassos4Peanuts show at CAW
in December.

Sky Dance/Murmuation
by Holly Hungett

Watercolor on paper was sold
at Gallery Los Olivos.
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on Saturday; Yumi Narita-Martinez for creating art labels on the spot,

and Odessa Burrow and Jim Balsitis, our “certified” wine pourers.
And to all artists who participated in this grand adventure! It does
take a village...and we have a great one.

As we continue to explore new spaces for our shows, the board will

discuss whether to continue P4P at CAW for this year or determine
whether another location would be more suitable. If you participated
or attended and would like to share your thoughts about this event,

please send to Odessa Burrow, Social Events Coordinator,

odessad.art@gmail.com.

Gratefully, Pat Heller

TO HELP SAVE
DEMOCRACY 2026

Artists for Democracy Exhibitions
at CAW (Community Arts Workshop)
January 30th to February 1st, 2026

In “The Shed" Gallery
< THE ART OF RESISTANCE:
What's on Your Mind?2
4 THE ART OF PROTEST:
Street Protest Signs

In the “Olsen" Gallery
THE ART OF PROPAGAN

For more info and details & to Pre-Register
visit: Artists-for-Democracy.com between
Jan 2 to Jan 25 2026

Art Intake at CAW (631 Gerden Street):
Wed. Jon 28 9:30om-12:30pm

Reception: Fiday, Jon 30th, 2:30-6.00pm
Takedown: monday, Feb 2nd, Som-12pm
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Rincon from Above, 8x10 oil on canvas panel.

Rincon by Ron Ehmsen

Ron had both of his entries juried
into the annual Classic Rincon
Show at the Lynda Fairly
Carpinteria Arts Center. The
reception will be held on January
17 from 4-6 p.m.

Little Red Fox by Betty White

Betty shares a new 12" x 16" oil
painting, a new addition to her
animal collection. He is just
sitting watching the world go by.
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GVAA Exhibit at the
Santa Barbara Tennis Club, March 2026

(Please note-- this is open to GVAA members and potential
members. Potential members should submit two pieces and will be
told if they are juried as members and will have a piece in the
exhibit).

Ingathering: March 5, 8-9am
Reception: March 13, 4:30 - 6pm
Show Dates: March 7 - April 1
Take Down: April 2, 8 - 9am
Juror: Carissa Luminess

Theme: Artist's Choice!

Open now for Submissions: January 9- February 6. Fee of

$40 for 1 submission and $30 for a second submission ($70 for
two). To submit, send a jpg image of the art to:
Mcosden12@gmail.com

Label all images to include last name and title.

File size: 5SMB or smaller

Resolution: 95-300 dpi

No nudity

2D only

Size: Not larger than 14" wide by 30" long maximum including
frame.

In the email text, include the following:

Artist name

Title of piece

Medium

Price

Approximate frame size

Each artist may submit 1 or 2 images. After submitting images
online to Mcosden12@gmail.com you will receive an invoice from
GVAA for payment. Payment ensures your art is entered in the
group to be juried. Artist will be notified by February 9 if their art
has been selected. If your piece is selected you will receive

a contract via email. Please fill out and attach to your

painting when you bring it to the Tennis Club at the Ingathering.

Presentation: Must have standard wiring system. Framed with neutr
al colors, no metallic frames Artists receive 60% of sale; 40% to
Tennis Club.

Questions? Contact: Terre Sanitate at: terre.sanitate@gmail.com
or Merith Cosden at: Mcosden12@gmail.com.
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Rincon Shoreline by Carol Zepke

Rincon by Carol Zepke

Carol Zepke has two paintings in
the Classic Rincon Show at the
Lynda Fairly Carpinteria Arts
Center, which runs until March 1.
A reception is scheduled for
Saturday, January 17th, 4 - 6 pm.

Earth Music Il by Pat Heller

Abstracts by Pat Heller

Pat's "Earth Music II" sold at
Picassos4Peanuts at the
Community Arts Workshop in
December. She also is a featured
artist at the SB Tennis Club's
Abstract 9+1. The show will be
open until March 3.
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Donations for ASAP Now Accepted Online

Supporters of the Goleta Valley Art Association's (GVAA)
After School Art Program (ASAP) can now conveniently make
donations online at https://www.thegoletavalleyartassociation.org/

donate-to-gvaa.html

Martla SMM; Watcrcolemite

Martha Shilliday offers a four week
watercolor series meeting from 1-3
pm on Wednesday's at a local church. |
These classes can be used as either a
studio or class opportunity. Students
may either work on one of their own
paintings or partake in learning the
basics of watercolor painting. Small
classes of 6 or less students providing
plenty of one-on-one attention.
Student level beginner or above. Cost
for this class series is $160.00. You can
look at her web site at
www.mshilliday.com. For interest in
the class series please call
805-451-8877.

What a Team!! GVAA board members.
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Click on link to find out more on watercolor workshops and art calls. Or enter this
address into your web browser: https://www.nwws.org/

Goleta Valley Art Association
Bringing Art to the Community

The mission of The Goleta Valley Art Association is to provide an
opportunity for its members to experience a variety of art activities
and events through:

+ Workshops: Members participate in a range of workshops that
highlight and teach various artistic techniques

+ Newsletter: A regularly distributed newsletter provides exposure
and marketing opportunities , information on our membership
and new pathways to grow as an artist

+ After School Art Program (ASAP): Teams of GVAA members visit
local schools after hours bringing a wide range of art projects
and appreciation for art.

+ Critiques: Feedback and discussion of works presented
stimulates conversation and growth as artists. They also
support and help grow our community.

+ Community of Artists: Through a range of activities and events,
artist members connect to the local community of artists,
encouraging exchange of ideas and enhancing artistic identity.

- Gallery Presence: Exhibiting works in local galleries provides
opportunity for exposure and potential sales.

+ Local Events: Participation in local events provides a platform to
connect with various audiences, enjoy camaraderie as artists and
stimulate artistic growth.

The GVAA invites the community to visit our shows. Watch for ads
in The Voice Magazine promoting our shows for 2026, including
those at Camino Real Marketplace in June; The Santa Barbara
Tennis Club in March, July and August; The Voice Gallery in
October, and Picassos4Peanuts in December. (Shows at the Goleta
Library, our traditional location, are currently discontinued while the
library is undergoing renovations.)

If you are interested in becoming a member, please visit our How
to Join page.
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Echoes of the Tide by
Odessa Burrow

Odessa Burrow's evocative triptych,
"Echoes of the Tide has been
selected for inclusion in the
Carpinteria Art Center's "Classic
Rincon" Exhibit. It is a celebration of
coastal landscapes and the timeless
beauty of the Rincon shoreline.
Odessa's work invites viewers to
pause and reflect on the rhythmic
dialogue between land and ocean,
evoking both the power and
tranquility of the coast.

The exhibit opens Thursday, January
8, and runs through Sunday, March
1,2026. Meet the artist at the
reception held Saturday, January 17,
from 4-6 pm.

Maelstrom by Merith
Cosden

Merith’s painting was juried into
the Carpinteria Art Center, Rincon
show. It is 20 x 20 acrylic on

canvas, an abstract vision of a
storm on the water.
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Santa Barbara Public
Library by Kelly Hildner

Kelly Hildner's watercolor Santa
Barbara Public Library sold within
minutes of the opening of the
Sullivan Goss 100 Grand
Exhibition. Her piece Santa
Barbara Yacht Club received
second place in the SBAA Holiday
Show at the Faulkner Gallery. Her
watercolor Sunset on the
Breakwater sold from the Voice
Gallery show Sunshine and the
Blues. Her piece Monarch’s
Choice was accepted into the
Voice Gallery Show Begin
(reception January 16, 5-7:30 pm),
and Last Light at Rincon is
included in the Carpinteria Arts
Center exhibition Classic Rincon
(reception January 17, 4-6 pm).
She also has work on view at
Gallery 113 and The Yes Store.
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Labyrinth by Ruth Ellen
Hoag

Ruth Ellen Hoag celebrates her
acceptance into the 159th Annual
International Exhibition of the
American Watercolor Society to
be held April 7 - May 1, 2026, at
the Salmagundi Club in NYC.
Having received her Signature
status a few years ago, this is now
her fourth time exhibiting with this
eminent society of artists.

Ocean Sunset by Paula
Gregoire-Jones

Paula Gregoire-Jones had a multi-
media mosaic piece, “Bird's Eye
View #3" and a stained glass
piece, "Ocean Sunset" juried into
the Carpinteria Arts Center's
Rincon Classic show running from
January 8 to March 1, 2026.



http://thegoletavalleyartassociation.org

	Inside This Issue

