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Save the Dates  
January 10th is the deadline for the February 2025 Newsletter 

 

GVAA Plans for 2026 

While we missed the library, we were fortunate to find several other venues to host shows last 

year. GVAA members will continue to enjoy these added venues and some new, in 2026. We are 

planning to have a workshop in February, (details will be in an eBlast). We have a commitment 

to put on shows; at the Tennis Club in March, July and August; and at the Voice Gallery in 

October. We will continue to have the Marketplace show/sale in June and our annual member 

picnic in July. A new venue option is available at the Faulkner Gallery in November, as well as 

the annual P4P at the CAW in December 2026.  We look forward to seeing you at these venues 

for our 2026 events, and please share your ideas and feedback! 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

 

Happy New Year to all GVAA artists.  May your creativity shine 

through!! 

As I wrote in our December newsletter, we have many changes 

happening with GVAA leadership.  A full explanation of these 

proposed changes is included in this Newsletter and is also 

being sent to our members by e-blast.  Look for “Message to 

GVAA Members”.  Please review and respond as soon as 

possible to Terre Sanitate – terre.sanitate@gmail.com.   

I have made the decision to step down as President of GVAA due 

to personal/family issues.  I plan to stay as Advisor to the Board and will continue to attend 

monthly Board meetings.  It has been an honor to serve you all these past 8 years.   

Thankfully, GVAA has a very strong board and is in excellent shape.  Pending approval by 

membership, Pat Heller will be President of GVAA.  Pat has been our Social Events Coordinator 

for the past five years and, as you probably know, has done an outstanding job planning and 

executing all events.    

We have created a new Board position of Director of Operations since we are now setting up our 

shows in a variety of venues around town.  Terre M. Sanitate has moved from Vice President to 

take this on.  Currently, the position of Vice President is open.  If you are interested in finding 

out more about it, contact Pat Heller - patheller@cox.net.   

Odessa Burrow will move from being Editor of our Newsletter for the last two years, to take on 

planning our Social Events, which she loves doing.  This issue is Odessa's final Newsletter as 

Editor.  Jim Balsitis will be taking over as NL Editor with the February 2026 issue.   Welcome to 

the board, Jim!!  

The rest of the board will stay the same.   

Jim Balsitis, a GVAA member since March 2025, is also our Featured Artist of the Month.  He is 

experienced as a volunteer editor of other Newsletters, and we are fortunate that he stepped 

forward.  He is also a skilled photographer specializing in black & white.  On his artist's journey, 

he has been inspired by the work of Ansel Adams.  I find his dramatic photos of landscape and 

sky to be striking and beautiful.   

As always, please keep well and stay safe – Elizabeth 

mailto:terre.sanitate@gmail.com
mailto:patheller@cox.net
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Call to GVAA Members: Please review and respond yay or nay by 12/27/25 

to:  Terre M. Sanitate – terre.sanitate@gmail.com 

We call on members to approve, adding the Director of Operations position to the board, 

the proposed slate of officers, and changing the Advisor position from a non-voting one to a 

voting one.  Please respond by December 27th 

As you probably know, there have been many challenges for GVAA in the past year.  Due to 

upgrades and retrofitting, the Goleta Valley Library (GVL), our home for 50 years, has not been 

available to us since April.   Unfortunately, GVL will be unavailable for next year as well.   

We have been successful at securing other venues for shows such as the Santa Barbara Tennis 

Club, the Voice Gallery and the Community Arts Workshop (CAW).  As you can imagine, all 

these venues are more expensive than GVL.  If you have participated in these shows, you have 

noticed that the ingathering fees were higher.  Additionally, in order to cover all our expenses in 

the coming year, the board has voted to increase our annual membership dues from $35 to 

$45.  You will receive a Square invoice in Jan/Feb 2026 and will be able to remit payment 

by credit card or check.  

The GVAA Board met for a retreat in September during which we redeveloped our Mission and 

Goals.  These are attached for your review.  At that time, we also voted to add the position of 

Operations Manager to the board.  This position is needed to accommodate transferring supplies 

and setting up in various locations.   

The proposed slate of officers for the GVAA board in 2026 is as follows: 

President:    Pat Heller 

Vice President:   open 

Treasurer:    Matthew Lancaster 

Recording Secretary:   Merith Cosden 

Social Events Coordinator:  Odessa Burrow 

Director of Operations:  Terre M. Sanitate 

Newsletter:    Jim Balsitis 

Director/Membership:   Jan Smith 

Director/Education:   Lynn Altschul 

Advisor to Board (non-voting): Elizabeth U. Flanagan 

 

mailto:terre.sanitate@gmail.com
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.  

Goleta Valley Art Association-Bringing Art to the Community 
 

The mission of GVAA is to provide an opportunity for its members to experience 

a variety of art activities and events through: 

 

Workshops. Members participate in a range of workshops that highlight and teach 

various artistic techniques. 

 

Newsletter. A regularly distributed newsletter provides exposure and marketing 

opportunities, information on our membership and new pathways to grow as an 

artist. 

 

After School Art Program. Teams of GVAA members visit local schools after 

hours bringing a wide range of art projects and appreciation for art. 

 

Critiques. Feedback and discussion of works presented stimulate conversation and 

growth as artists.  They also support and help grow our community. 

 

Community of Artists. Through a range of activities and events, artist members 

connect to the local community of artists, encouraging exchange of ideas and 

enhancing artistic identity. 

 

Gallery Presence. Exhibiting works in local galleries provides opportunities for 

exposure and potential sales. 

 

Local Events. Participation in local events provides a platform to connect with 

various audiences, enjoy camaraderie as artists and stimulate artistic growth. 
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Board of Directors Job Descriptions 
 
President 

• Schedule, prepare agendas for and conduct monthly board meetings 

• Email agendas, financials and Zoom link to board prior to meetings 

• Write the president’s letter for the monthly newsletter 

• Interface with bookkeepers and treasurer 

• Notify Sunshine person as needed to send cards 

• Answer website emails 

• Attend board meetings 

• Be a signatory to all bank accounts 

• Represent GVAA in the community 

Vice President (position open) 

• Substitute for president as needed 

• Develop marketing strategies and PR notices in collaboration with Event organizers 

• Identify and train volunteers to assist as needed 

• Assist as needed in other areas 

• Attend board meetings 

• Represent GVAA in the community 

 

Recording Secretary 

• Take, prepare and distribute minutes for board meetings, including physical mailing of minutes to 

those requesting it 

• Assist as needed in other areas 

• Attend board meetings 

• Represent GVAA in the community 

• Be a signatory on all bank accounts 

 

Treasurer 

• Keep detailed records of GVAA income/expenses 

• Interface with bookkeepers and president 

• Distribute financial reports for board meetings provided by bookkeepers 

• Prepare and complete bank deposits 

• Pay bills in a timely fashion 

• Prepare and send invoices as needed 

• Pick up and distribute GVAA mail 

• Pick up monies collected at ingatherings for deposit 

• Distribute checks as appropriate (reimbursements, show proceeds, etc.) 

• Oversee regulatory agency compliance 

• Attend board meetings 

• Assist in other areas as needed 

• Represent GVAA in the community 

• Be a signatory to all bank accounts 
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Social Events Coordinator 

• Organize special events 

o June Marketplace show and sale 

o Annual summer picnic 

o Picassos4Peanuts in December 

o Others as requested 

• Organize annual board holiday brunch in January 

• Identify and train volunteers to assist as needed 

• Attend board meetings 

• Assist in other areas as needed 

• Represent GVAA in the community 

 

Director of Operations 

• Coordinate physical setup for ingatherings 

• Coordinate physical setup for critiques 

• Assist vice president with marketing and PR along with event coordinators. 

• Oversee storage unit 

• Represent GVAA in the community 

 

Newsletter Editor  

• Collect information for, write and distribute monthly newsletter 

• Attend board meetings 

• Assist in other areas as needed 

• Represent GVAA in the community 

 

Membership Director 

• Manage potential new member table at ingatherings, including welcoming new members, 

collecting initial dues and applications 

• Manage database 

• Oversee directory updates 

• Provide quarterly new member updates 

• Plan member activities other than shows, such as classes and outings 

• Identify and train volunteers to assist as needed 

• Assist in other areas as needed 

• Represent GVAA in the community 

 

Education Director 

• Organize, manage and serve as liaison with GUSD for the After School Art Program (ASAP) 

• Fundraise for program operations 

• Identify and train volunteers to assist as needed 

• Attend board meetings 

• Assist in other areas as needed 

• Represent GVAA in the community 
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PAT HELLER, INCOMING PRESIDENT OF 

GOLETA VALLEY ART ASSOCIATION 

After a long career as a journalist, entrepreneur and 

professional fundraiser, Pat took up painting earnestly in 

January of 2020, studying through the pandemic lockdown 

and after with GVAA member Ruth Ellen Hoag.  

Pat joined GVAA in 2018 and became a member of the board 

in 2021. As Social Events Coordinator, she began organizing 

the outdoor shows at La Cumbre Plaza, now taking place each 

June at the Camino Real Marketplace in Goleta, as well as the 

annual members’ picnics and Picassos4Peanuts shows and 

sales. 

 

 

FEATURED ARTIST, JIM BALSITIS 

 

 

 

Jim Balsitis is a Santa Barbara, California-based self-taught 

photographer specializing in black and white landscape, nature, and 

travel photography. Jim’s education is in architecture and design; he 

works as Director of Facilities at Old Mission Santa Barbara. 

file:///D:/GVAA/Balsitis_Artist%20Info%20Sheet.pdf
file:///D:/GVAA/Balsitis_Artist%20Info%20Sheet.pdf
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Jim shoots with digital Leica 

monochrome and pinhole 120 film 

cameras. His work can be seen in the 

Illuminations Art Gallery at the La 

Cumbre Center for Creative Arts and has 

been featured in UK-based Black and 

White Photography magazine. Jim is a 

member of the Goleta Valley Artist 

Association and Channel Coast Camera 

Club. 

 

Artist Statement 

For me, black and white photography embodies two 

themes that are deeply rooted in my soul: simplicity 

and solitude. Growing up as a young boy raised by a 

single parent in a small rural Midwestern farming town, 

solitude became a necessary escape from a turbulent 

life. Simplicity meant having only what I needed. 

A used camera often served as my only companion on 

walks along the railroad tracks and through the woods 

by the creek. Half the time, the camera didn’t even 

have any film, but that didn’t stop me from pretending 

to capture magnificent trees and waterfalls, much like 

the images I saw in library magazines featuring Ansel 

Adams. I imagined photographing the unexplored 

mountains of the West, reminiscent of those painted by 

Albert Bierstadt. 

Shooting in black and white was born out of both 

necessity and preference. Although I eventually experimented with color and still do on 

occasion, I consistently find myself visualizing a scene in black and white. Monochrome 

photography allows for quiet contemplation and focused introspection. It strips away distractions 

and offers a deeper appreciation of the subject’s essence and the story within the image. 

Many photographers have influenced how I see and capture moments, but two stand out. While 

mentioning Ansel Adams may seem cliché, I cannot offer an alternative. His photography evokes 

a sense of nostalgia and history, transporting me to different times and places. This aspect is 

particularly appealing as I explore the past and reflect on my experiences. The work of 

contemporary master photographer Michael Kenna embodies the art of emotional simplicity.  
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In my own work, I strive to convey powerful emotions and stories through light, shadow, texture, 

contrast, and composition. I aim to look beyond the facade of color to emphasize the core 

essence of a scene, allowing for a more direct and focused expression of emotion. To me, black 

and white photography is the ideal medium to achieve this desired outcome. 

 

NEWS & ART 

 

AFTER SCHOOL ART PROGRAM (ASAP) 

Lynn Altschul - altschullynn@yahoo.com         or 

Karen Schroeder - karenRschroeder@gmail.com 

 

The GVAA After School Art Program is gearing up for another wonderful year. Volunteers will 

work in teams of two and provide art projects to kiddos in after school care, grades K-6. We are 

looking for volunteers to join our team. 

 

If you are interested in learning more, contact Lynn Altschul at altschullynn@yahoo.com. 

Our Tunnel Book project was an extremely ambitious feat for our El Camino second grade 

students. We concluded the project in two sessions with 19 students participating and 6 of them 

went home with a completed “book.” But all the students completed coloring their Sea Life 

creatures and were able to cut out and start collages on their own. And they all seemed to enjoy 

the process as much as we did! 

 

 

MERITH COSDEN 

She sold “The Village”, shown here on the left, at the Carpinteria Arts 

Center last month. It is an abstract landscape using acrylic paint shown 

as part of their “blue “exhibit. 

In addition, she sold “Blossoming” at Gallery 113.Both are imaginary 

landscapes reflecting the beauty of nature as I remember it. 

 

 

 

mailto:altschullynn@yahoo.com
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BARBARA CRONIN-HERSHBERG 

 

Her collage, Blue and her Friend Orange sold at last month’s show at 

Carpinteria’s Art Center. 

 

 

 

ELIZABETH FLANAGAN  

 

She was pleased that both of her 12x12 paintings sold from Gallery 113 in 

November.  Elizabeth also was pleased that she had two pieces: "Peace 

Angel for Ukraine" and "Lit from Within" juried into the SBAA show at the 

Faulkner Gallery. 

 

ODESSA BURROW 

 

 

 Her pastel painting of an “Aussy Duck”, shown on the left, was sold 

at Gallery 113. (10x10, on pastel paper) 

 

The reference photo was one she took while visiting friends there. Fun 

art created in Plien Air style. 

 

FRANCIS REIGHLEY 

 

Sold her wood assemblage/sculpture titled “Embrace Change” at Sullivan 

Goss’ 100 GRAND Exhibition (100 works of art for $1,000 or less). The 

show will run from December 1 to December 28. Sullivan Goss is located 

at 11 East Anapamu Street. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

 

Please welcome our New Editor for the GVAA newsletter!  

 

Jim Balsitis 

Photographer 

jim@coyotetrack.com 

Jim has stepped up to replace me 

as the GVAA News Editor and 

brings fabulous talent and 

experience to our association.  

https://www.coyotetrack.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:jim@coyotetrack.com
https://www.coyotetrack.com/
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CLASSES AND CALL TO ARTISTS 

 

SKETCHBOOK WORKSHOP BY KAREN SCHROEDER 

A sketchbook is a visual diary of ideas, places, feelings, 

and a way to practice art skills. This class is about 

using a sketchbook often, even daily, to achieve 

creative habits. You will go home with a sketchbook 

containing many of your own ideas using different kinds 

of media. Watercolor, colored pencils, pens, and 

collage papers will be provided. It will be a fun day and 

a new way to look at a sketchbook. Karen Schroeder 

Saturday, January 31, 9:00-12:00, Register at Carpinteria Arts Center, $55 

 
 
 

ABSTRACT ART WORKSHOP BY MAUREEN CHATFIELD 

 

A wonderful abstract artist from New Jersey, she has taught for 

many years at a the Philadelphia Museum where she also had a 

solo show. She is represented by several major New York 

galleries. You can learn more about her work through her 

website www.mchatfield.com 

 

Feel free to call text or email me for any further info. Dahlia Riley-(626)-437-4649 

Details: 

• Venue: CAW: 631 Garden StreetSanta Barbara, CA  

• Dates: March 3-5 

• Cost: $735 per person ($300 deposit , $435 beginning of Jan) 

• Class size: Limited to 10 students.  

 


